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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102 (e) as being anticipated by Shiga 
(Publication no.: US 2004/0027467) 

Regarding claim 1, Shiga teaches a digital camera comprising: an image sensor 
(fig. 2, imaging means 13, and page 2, paragraph 22, CCD for capturing still or motion 
picture images in digital video camera 1) for capturing digital images; a shutter button 
(fig. 1 shutter button 12a); and a processor (fig. 2 control means 11, and page 2, 
paragraph 22, CPU) coupled to the shutter button and image sensor (fig. 2 and page 2, 
paragraph 22, noted that CPU is for centrally controlling respective sections of the 
digital video camera 1) that implements a mode detection algorithm (page 2, paragraph 
34, noted that the switching of imaging mode between still and motion picture images is 
detected based on the duration of time for the shutter button is pressed down) that 
automatically switches (page 2, paragraph 34, noted that upon detection of the 
threshold time for the switchover, imaging mode switches between still and video mode) 
between still image and video mode. 
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Regarding claim 2, Shiga teaches the digital camera recited in claim 1 wherein 
the mode detection algorithm is operative to: record a still image upon detection of 
pressing of the shutter button (page 2, paragraph 34, noted that the digital camera 
obtains a still image when the shutter button 12a is pressed down for less than 2 
seconds); after the still image is recorded, automatically switching to video mode to 
record video images (page 2, paragraph 34, noted that the imaging mode automatically 
switches to video mode when the shutter button 12a is pressed down for 2 seconds or 
more); if the shutter button remains depressed for a predetermined time period, 
optionally deleting the still image (page 3, paragraph 38, noted that the storage means 
14 determines whether to store the still or motion images); and if the shutter button is 
released before the end of the predetermined time period optionally deleting the 
recorded video images (page 3, paragraph 38, noted that the storage means 14 
determines whether to store the still or motion images). 

Regarding claim 3, Shiga teaches the digital camera recited in claim 2 wherein 
the predetermined time period is on the order of one second (page 3, paragraph 35, 
noted that the shutter button 12a is released within a time of less than 2 seconds, which 
means it also can be 1 second). 

Regarding claim 4, Shiga teaches a method comprising the steps of: providing a 
digital camera that comprises a mode detection algorithm (page 2, paragraph 34, noted 
that the switching of imaging mode between still and motion picture images is detected 
based on the duration of time for the shutter button is pressed down) that automatically 
switches (page 2, paragraph 34, noted that upon detection of the threshold time for the 
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switchover, imaging mode switches between still and video mode) between still image 
and video image mode; pressing a shutter button on the digital camera (page 2, 
paragraph 34, noted that the digital camera switches imaging between still and motion 
picture images based on the duration of time the shutter button 12a is pressed down); 
recording a still image upon detection of pressing of the shutter button (page 2, 
paragraph 34, noted that the digital camera obtains a still image when the shutter button 
12a is pressed down for less than 2 seconds); after the still image is recorded, 
automatically switching to video mode to record video images (page 2, paragraph 34, 
noted that the imaging mode automatically switches to video mode when the shutter 
button 12a is pressed down for 2 seconds or more); if the shutter button remains 
depressed for a predetermined time period, optionally deleting the still image (page 3, 
paragraph 38, noted that the storage means 14 determines whether to store the still or 
motion images); and if the shutter button is released before the end of the 
predetermined time period optionally deleting the recorded video images (page 3, 
paragraph 38, noted that the storage means 14 determines whether to store the still or 
motion images). 

Regarding claim 5, Shiga teaches the method recited in claim 4 wherein the 
predetermined time period is on the order of one second (page 3, paragraph 35, noted 
that the shutter button 12a is released within a time of less than 2 seconds, which 
means it also can be 1 second). 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Bateman discloses a flexible memory management for video and 
still image data in a digital camera in publication no.: US 2004/0075750. Bateman 
discloses a multiple mode capture button for a digital camera in publication no.: US 
2004/0061788. Loui discloses a method for simultaneously recording motion and still 
images in a digital camera in publicaiton no.: US 2006/0268117. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lin Liu whose telephone number is (571) 270-1447. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 5:00pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on (571) 272-7603. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



L.Liu 

01/19/2007 
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